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National Youth Day Celebration — “Arise, Awake & Realise the Power of Youth”
7.Julko Minyaka’s Green Dream Revives Koraput Soil

In Narsikaipadar village of Koraput district, tribal
farmer Julko Minyaka has rewritten her farming story
through natural practices. Once dependent on chemical
inputs and facing repeated low yields, her soil had
grown tired and unproductive, mirroring her fading
confidence after successive failed seasons. page-3,4

8.Seed Money Sparks Padmini’s Entrepreneurial
Transformation

At 22, Padmini Muduli of Kakrigumma village in
Laxmipur block, Koraput district, struggled to support
her family of three through irregular small-scale
farming. page-4
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9.WRC Learning Centre Reduces
Dropouts and Strengthens
Foundational Learning in
Dangapani

With strong leadership from
members of the WRC, a new
Learning Centre has been
inaugurated at Dangapani village
under Saleibeda Gram Panchayat,
reaffirming the Panchayat’s
commitment to zero dropout and
inclusive education. page-4

10. Shramdaan: Nurturing
Unity, Responsibility, and
Shared Purpose

Shramdaan, as a voluntary
service, is highly relevant in
today’s increasingly complex and
disconnected world, where values
like selflessness, cooperation, and
collective responsibility are
gradually declining. page-4

11: Grassroots Governance in
Focus: Social Audits Enhance
Development Impact

In a significant move to enhance
transparency and community
participation in implementation
of its programmes, CYSD has
conducted comprehensive social
audits across 34 Gram Panchayats
in three districts of Odisha -
Malkangiri, Koraput, and
Bolangir. page-4
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7.Julko Minyaka’s Green Dream Revives Koraput Soil

In Narsikaipadar village of Koraput district, tribal farmer Julko Minyaka has rewritten her farming story
through natural practices. Once dependent on chemical inputs and facing repeated low yields, her soil
had grown tired and unproductive, mirroring her fading confidence after successive failed seasons.

In 2025, Julko shifted to natural farming, enriching
her fields with cow dung, cow urine, neem-based
formulations, green manure and mulching.
Gradually, soil texture improved, moisture
retention increased and pest attacks reduced
without chemical sprays. Her kitchen garden
turned into a practical learning space where she §
tested and refined sustainable methods.
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In 2025, Julko shifted to natural farming, enriching her fields with
cow dung, cow urine, neem-based formulations, green manure
and mulching. Gradually, soil texture improved, moisture
retention increased and pest attacks reduced without chemical
sprays. Her kitchen garden turned into a practical learning space
where she tested and refined sustainable methods.

Today, she follows poly-cropping—cultivating ragi, maize,
pigeon pea, cowpea and seasonal vegetables—ensuring
household food security and diversified income. With technical
guidance and local seed support under CYSD’s SOLP project,
Julko has become a role model for other women farmers. Her
transformation highlights how restoring soil health can rebuild
livelihoods, strengthen resilience and renew dignity for small
tribal farmers.

8.Seed Money Sparks Padmini’s
Entrepreneurial Transformation

At 22, Padmini Muduli of Kakrigumma village in Laxmipur block,
Koraput district, struggled to support her family of three through
irregular small-scale farming. With no steady secondary income,
limited market access and no formal credit support, her
household faced daily financial uncertainty. Business exposure
was minimal, and savings were scarce, making even basic needs
difficult to manage.

g

Her turning point came under the Mukhyamantri Janajati Jeevika
Mission (MMJIM). With ¥1,00,000 as seed support from the
Government of Odisha and an additional ¥20,000 from her own
savings, Padmini established a small grocery store in her village.
Training from ITDA, Koraput equipped her with skills in business
planning, bookkeeping and financial management. She adopted a
point-of-sale system to manage transactions efficiently,
signalling a shift from subsistence survival to structured
enterprise.

Today, her store earns around 15,000 per month, ensuring
stable income and improved living conditions. The steady cash
flow has strengthened household security and restored
confidence. What began as seed capital has evolved into a
sustainable rural enterprise—demonstrating how timely
government support, structured mentoring and field facilitation
by CYSD can unlock entrepreneurial potential.

9.WRC Learning Centre Reduces
Dropouts and Strengthens
Foundational Learning in Dangapani

With strong leadership from members of the WRC, a new
Learning Centre has been inaugurated at Dangapani
village under Saleibeda Gram Panchayat, reaffirming the
Panchayat’s commitment to zero dropout & inclusive
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education. The initiative recognizes that education shapes a complete human being, especially
when it begins in a child’s mother tongue.
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Responding to the needs of the local tribal community, the WRC established a learning centre to
support children at risk of dropping out. Led by community leader Janaki Purti, the centre teaches
40 students in their tribal Ho language, making learning joyful, relatable, and culturally rooted.

By creating a safe and inclusive space, the centre has boosted children’s confidence and
motivation to stay in school. This community—driven effort is already showing impact by reducing
dropout rates and strengthening foundational learning.

10. Shramdaan: Nurturing Unity, Responsibility, and
Shared Purpose

Shramdaan, as a voluntary service, is highly relevant in today’s increasingly complex and
disconnected world, where values like selflessness, cooperation, and collective responsibility are
gradually declining. Civil society organizations play a crucial role in reviving these values. With
this vision, CYSD has adopted Shramdaan as a meaningful practice to foster unity, shared
responsibility, and community engagement.

Integrated across its intervention areas, Shramdaan at DRTC and RLTCs goes beyond routine
clean-up activities, becoming an engaging, purpose-driven experience rooted in grassroots
development. It promotes awareness of cooperation, environmental cleanliness, and hygiene
while creating spaces for learning, reflection, and connection. With sustained effort, Shramdaan
holds the potential to evolve into a strong, impactful social movement.

L

11: Grassroots Governance in Focus: Social Audits
Enhance Development Impact

CYSD undertook comprehensive social audits across 34 Gram Panchayats in Malkangiri, Koraput,
and Bolangir to strengthen transparency and community participation. Engaging over 550
stakeholders including PRI members, government officials, SHG members, and community
representatives the audits reviewed programmes in early childhood care, livelihoods, and natural
resource management. They provided a platform for communities to assess beneficiary selection,
programme performance, and financial management, promoting accountability and need-based
planning.

Key impacts emerged across districts: in Malkangiri, creche services improved child nutrition
while enabling parents to work and older siblings to attend school; in Dasmantpur, better
irrigation, livestock rearing, and cash crops increased household incomes; and in Titilagarh,
vulnerable households, including distressed migrants, saw improved livelihoods.
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